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March 2020 Legislative  Monitoring Report 

MAINE 

The Maine State Legislature adjourned on Tuesday, March 17, 2020 and has suspended legislative 
activities until after April 10, 2020. 

EO #28 “An Order Regarding Further Restrictions on Public Contact and Movement, Schools, Vehicle 
Travel and Retail Business Operations”  Enacted March 31, 2020. 
Full Text: https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-
files/Corrected%202_%20An%20Order%20Regarding%20Further%20Restrictions%20on%20Public%20C
ontact%20and%20Movement%2C%20Schools%2C%20Vehicle%20Travel%20and%20Retail%20Business
%20Operations_0.pdf 
Brief Summary: On April 2, 2020, Maine will implement a stay home order. This augments the previous 
non-essential business closure order (Order #19) of March 24th. The previous order 
(https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-
files/An%20Order%20Regarding%20Essential%20Businesses%20and%20Operations%20_0.pdf) allowed  
non-essential businesses to remain open if they do not rely on face-to-face contact, have less than 10 
workers, or have workers who work remotely from  customers. The updated order on the 31st of March 
includes provisions for businesses that violate Order 19 or Order 28 and extends Order 19’s provisions 
until April 30, 2020.  

H.P. 1536 “An Act to Require Reporting of Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances, PFAS, in 
Products and of Discharges of Firefighting Foam Containing PFAS” Introduced March 10, 2020 
Full Text: http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1536&item=1&snum=129 
Brief Summary: Despite its title, this bill will affect most manufactures and users of Perfluoroalkyl and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS). The bill will require manufactures who have PFAS in their products to 
report to the ME Department of Environmental Protection. It will require any person who discharges 
aqueous film-forming foam (AFFF) into any waters, including wastewater systems, to report that 
discharge to the Department of Environmental Protection within 24 hours of their action. AFFF can be 
used in sprinkler systems, and while the bill specifies AFFF as firefighting foam it does not list or explain 
culpability if such foam is used in non-firefighting substances or situations.  

1544 “An Act Relating to the Statute of Limitations for Injuries or Harm Resulting from Perfluoroalkyl 
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances” Introduced March 17, 2020 
Full Text: http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1544&item=1&snum=129 
Brief Summary: This bill will require any lawsuits regarding harm caused by PFAS to be initiated within 6 
years of discovery of injury.  

MASSACHUSETTS 

EO COVID-19 #21 “Essential Services Extension Order” Enacted March 31, 2020. 
Full Text: https://www.mass.gov/doc/march-31-2020-essential-services-extension-order/download 
Brief Summary: This executive order extends the closure of brick-and-mortar, non-essential businesses 
(COVID-19 #13) to be maintained until May 4, 2020. In Order #13, gas stations are listed as essential 
businesses, but car washes are not mentioned (https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-essential-
services).  

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

The New Hampshire General Court suspended all legislative activities through May 4, 2020.  

EO #17 “Closure of non-essential businesses and requiring Granite Staters to stay at home” 
Enacted March 26, 2020. Full Text: file:///C:/Users/herre/Downloads/Sununu%202020--
04%20%2317%20(1).pdf Brief Summary:  Until May 4, 2020, all non-essential services and businesses are 
closed. Gas stations are listed as essential businesses, but car washes are not specifically mentioned.  

RHODE ISLAND 
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The Rhode Island General Assembly suspended all legislative activities between March 30 and April 3, 
2020. 

EO 20-13 “Eleventh Supplemental Emergency Declaration - Staying at Home, Reducing Gatherings, 
Certain Retail Business Closures and Further Quarantine Provisions” Enacted March 28, 2020. 
Full Text: http://www.governor.ri.gov/documents/orders/Executive-Order-20-13.pdf 
Brief Summary: This executive order requires all Rhode Island residents to stay at home for the duration 
of the crisis. Only essential service providers can have in-person operations. Essential service providers 
include gas stations, but the order does not specifically mention car washes.   

SB 2668 “Relating to Towns and Cities - Zoning Ordinances-Neighborhood” Introduced February 27, 
2929. Full Text:http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText20/SenateText20/S2668.pdf 
Brief Summary. This act on development specifically mentions car washes as a potential business that 
could be prohibited under zoning regulations designed to retain neighborhood character or influence 
“smart growth”. This bill has been recommended to be held for further study.  

VERMONT 

EO 01-20, Addendum 6 “Stay Home/Stay Safe” Enacted March 24, 2020 
Full Text: 
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/ADDENDUM%206%20TO%20EXECUTIVE%20
ORDER%2001-20.pdf 
Brief Summary: Under this Executive Order, Vermont residents are required to stay at home. Car washes 
are not specifically listed as an essential business (https://accd.vermont.gov/covid-19/business), but gas 
stations are listed as such. Any business owner engaging in essential business needs to comply with 
Department of Health Regulations.  
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